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• Number of ECTS credits: 6 
• Semester: 1st 
• Teaching staff: Frank Hoffmeister (course Otular) 
• Content: 

The course focuses on the EU and its external relaOons from a legal point of view. The course 
starts with an overview of the internal procedures of the EU in engaging with third parOes. 
Topics discussed are: the legal personality of the EU, EU diplomaOc law, EU treaty making, the 
EU in internaOonal organizaOons and EU’s usage of sancOons.  
This allows students to acquire the necessary background knowledge to then apply these to 
different subject fields. The issue fields discussed in detail are common commercial 
policy, development and cooperaOon policy, neighborhood and enlargement policy and the 
common foreign and security policy of the EU. 
The course then puts the developments in these fields in discussion with some more grand 
challenges, namely internaOonal law in the EU internal legal order and the contribuOon of the 
EU to the progressive development of internaOonal law.   

• Learning outcomes: 

The course is law in context. External relaOons have an important poliOcal context and 
content. The EU has framed all this in a stringent legal canvas. The objecOve and the 
challenge are that students having followed the course have a clear understanding of the 
legal structure and can translate and apply it to actual situaOons as they present them from 
year to year. 
 

 


